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There are three major projects that I have initiated at home and a 
fourth one that has just been started.

1. An Australian native paddock
2. A composting system
3. The recent addition of worm farms
4. My very own vegie patch



• I have always had an interest in plants. In 2021 
when our Year 5 class went to Bellevue Hill 
Reserve in Cowra to participate in National Tree 
planting day. 
• We got to pick a plant to take home with us and I 

picked a white callistemon.
• Here it is 1 year since planted.



• The paddock is an area that my parents have delegated to me.
• I am responsible for the                                                                                        

maintenance on this area. 



Once I had cleared the area and started planting.





I currently have at least 9 different species of natives in my native garden.





Rudolph Ascot Rainbow



In flower

Banksia Rollercoaster



What it will become

My Plant



My Plant What it will become



What it will become

My Plant



Planted 
February 2022

August 2022



A cutting from my 
Grevillea



‘It’s a lot of work and I 
try to do everything 
organic as possible and 
that includes weeding!!’ 

I mostly use my dutch
hoe and stirrup hoe.



• I started with a small compost system 
on the ground
• Then purchased a barrel system.
• With the help of my Grandpa, I have 

now built a 4-bay compost system. Each 
bay is 110cm by 120cm by 70cm. 





Built	
  February	
  this	
  year	
  and	
  ready	
  to	
  go



• I collect vegie scraps from home,  fruit and vegie shops and friends.

• I look around for dry matter to get the right mix.

• Aim:  I want to have a continually  
flow of compost so that I can make 
my own ‘No Dig’ garden by 
building the garden heaps up with 
fresh                                                                      
compost. Less food waste for 
landfill.









• I am breeding the worms to put in my compost bays.

• The worm juice will be used to feed my vegie patch and native plants.



…. And now I have worm juice



• I have just started my very own 
vegie patch.

• I love watching them grow.

• I enjoy picking the finished 
product for my family and I to 
eat.  It feels very rewarding.





• What we do matters! Even the small things.

• Start small and keep adding to it.

• Plant something you like the look of or like to eat.

• Read/research about it.

• Ask a family member or friend to help. It’s much 
more fun when there is someone else involved.

• THINGS WILL DIE… and that’s ok, Try again!



CHRISTMAS
ISLAND DISTRICT
HIGH SCHOOL



Christmas Island beaches



Marine debris washes up…

This year has been the 
worst



Leading marine debris audits 



Our supporters!



We weight 
the marine 

debris.

We count 
the 

marine 
debris.

We remove 
the marine 

debris.



After	
  clean-­‐up	
  at	
  Greta	
  Beach:

Greta Beach cleared!



Indonesia’s ocean current

(Search	
  on	
  
Youtube “Greta	
  
Beach	
  Cleanup	
  
August	
  2020”	
  to	
  
find	
  out	
  more!)



Marine debris audit data collected

19%

54%

18%

6%

2% 1%

Thongs

Plastic	
  lids	
  	
  

Straws

Plastic	
  bottles

Tooth	
  brushes	
  

Cigarette	
  lighters



It takes courage to make a difference…



JAYDEN
GUNN



A	
  Landcare	
  Pathway

I	
  utilised	
  a	
  Landcare	
  pathway	
  
in	
  a	
  non-­‐traditional	
  way	
  to	
  
foster	
  my	
  passion,	
  develop	
  my	
  
knowledge	
  and	
  achieve	
  my	
  
dreams,	
  the	
  best	
  part	
  is	
  you	
  
can	
  too!



A	
  wealth	
  of	
  opportunities	
  
and	
  critical	
  experience!

Ø Lots	
  of	
  opportunities	
  to	
  try	
  
exciting	
  new	
  activities!	
  

Ø Endless	
  expansion	
  of	
  knowledge!

Ø You	
  can	
  use	
  the	
  skills	
  and	
  
experience	
  you	
  develop	
  to	
  find	
  
work	
  in	
  the	
  conservation	
  and	
  
land	
  management	
  industry	
  later	
  
in	
  life,	
  or	
  just	
  around	
  the	
  corner!



Connect	
  with	
  like-­‐minded	
  people	
  and	
  
establish	
  networks



Foster	
  your	
  passion	
  and	
  
feed	
  your	
  curiosity

Your	
  passion	
  will	
  set	
  out	
  a	
  path	
  before	
  you	
  and	
  
your	
  curiosity	
  will	
  lead	
  you	
  down	
   it.	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  dark	
  and	
  
uncertain	
  road	
  to	
  follow	
  one’s	
  passion	
  but	
  
knowledge	
  provides	
  clarity	
  in	
  the	
  dark,	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  light	
  
that	
  shines	
  brighter	
  with	
  each	
  lesson	
  learnt.

Ø Take	
  advantage	
  of	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  information!
Ø If	
  you	
  are	
  passionate	
  about	
  something	
   then	
  

chase	
  that	
  passion	
  to	
  the	
  ends	
  of	
  the	
  earth!
Ø The	
  environment	
   is	
  an	
  endless	
  road	
  of	
  

knowledge,	
   we	
  definitely	
  know	
  a	
  lot	
  about	
  
nature	
  but	
  in	
  the	
  sheer	
  scope	
  of	
  all	
  there	
  is	
  to	
  
learn,	
  we	
  know	
  very	
  little,	
  so	
  dive	
  in!

Ø Landcare	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  place	
  to	
  foster	
  your	
  passion,	
  
feed	
  your	
  curiosity	
  and	
  develop	
  your	
  
knowledge!



Build	
  on	
  your	
  capacity	
  to	
  contribute	
  
in	
  a	
  more	
  meaningful	
  way



Have	
  heaps	
  
of	
  fun!



Plant	
  trees	
  of	
  which	
  
whose	
  shade	
  you	
  do	
  not	
  

expect	
  to	
  sit!



GABRIELLE
STACEY



Cultivating	
  Action:	
  Engaging	
  with	
  Conservation

Presented	
  by	
  Gabrielle	
  Stacey
on	
  Gadigal	
  Country

Photo:	
   Janie	
  Barrett	
  /	
  The	
  Sydney	
  Morning	
  Herald



• Project	
  Officer	
  for	
  Hunter	
  Region	
  Landcare	
  Network
• Coordinator of	
  Fern	
  Creek	
  Landcare
• Coordinating	
  Member	
  of	
  Hunter	
  Intrepid	
  Landcare

About	
  Me



2014:
• travelling
• teaching	
  English	
  
in	
  Vietnam

2016:
• return	
  to	
  Australia

2018:
• horticulture
• Intrepid	
  Landcare	
  Leadership	
  Retreat

2019:
• joined	
  Fern	
  Creek	
  Landcare

My	
  Journey	
  Into	
  Landcare



Now

• conservationist
• volunteer	
  coordinator
• botanist
• horticulturist
• nursery	
  hand
• ecology	
  assistant

-­‐ youth	
  engagement	
  in	
  Landcare
-­‐ connecting	
  experts	
  with	
  volunteers
-­‐ intergenerational	
  partnerships

“volunteers  should  leave  feeling  
appreciated,  fulfilled  and  ‘richer’  than  when  

they  arrived”







Engage	
  with	
  Existing	
  Organisations	
  





Photo:	
   Janie	
  Barrett	
  /	
  The	
  Sydney	
  Morning	
  Herald

thank	
  you	
  so	
  much
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Towards	
  Zer0	
  Bremissions

Presented	
  by:

Brentwood	
  Green	
  Team
Brentwood	
  Secondary	
  College

65-­‐71	
  Watsons	
   Road

Glen	
  Waverley	
  3150

Ph:	
  03	
  8545	
  0300

www.brentwoodgreenteam.com.au

23/08/2022



Years	
  ago,	
  we	
  asked	
  ourselves…

Where	
  should	
  we	
  start?



Brentwood	
  Secondary	
  College

• Established	
  in	
  1969, located	
  in	
  Glen	
  Waverley
• 1650	
  student	
  enrolments,	
  160	
  staff
• Active	
  Green	
  Team
• 5-­‐star	
  RSS,	
  recipient	
  of	
  PSA	
  2022,	
  RSS	
  awards	
  2022



Overview

Bremissions and	
  
offsets	
  

Our	
  actions	
  in	
  
the	
  key	
  modules:

Waste

Water

Energy

Biodiversity



Bremissions
aka Brentwood’s	
  Greenhouse	
  gas	
  
emissions



Calculating	
  Bremissions

Resource​ Emission	
  factor	
  used	
  in	
  Victoria​
Emission	
  Sources
Electricity​ 1.17	
  kg	
  per	
  kWh​
Gas​ 0.05153	
  kg	
  per	
  MJ
Paper​ 2.5	
  kg	
  per	
  ream​
General	
  Waste​ 1.5	
  kg	
  per	
  kg​
Offsets
Solar	
  Generated​ 1.17	
  kg	
  per	
  kWh​
Tree	
  Planting​ 4	
  trees	
  can	
  offset	
  1	
  ton	
  of	
  emissions�
Cardboard	
  Recycling​ 2.9	
  kg	
  per	
  kg​
Commingled	
  Recycling​ 1.2	
  kg	
  per	
  kg​



Bremissions Data



Reducing/Offsetting	
  Bremissions

• Renewable	
  energy	
  – 98	
  kW	
  Solar	
  PV



Reducing/Offsetting	
  Bremissions (cont.)

• Tree	
  planting
• Recycling
• Composting



Target	
  2030:	
  Towards	
  Zer0	
  Bremissions

Switch	
  completely	
  to	
  renewable	
  energy	
  by	
  2025

Annual	
  tree	
  planting at	
  the	
  college	
  and	
  in	
  our	
  community

Reduce	
  landfill	
  waste,	
  improve	
  recycling	
  – container	
  deposit	
  scheme,	
  purple	
  bins

Strengthen	
  community	
  awareness

Promote	
  meat-­‐free	
  alternatives



RSS	
  Key	
  
Modules

Wa
ste

Wat
er

Ene
rgy

Biodive
rsity



Waste

• Recycling	
  at	
  events	
  such	
  as	
  athletics
• Annual	
  Clean-­‐Up	
  Brentwood	
  Day
• Commingled	
  recycling	
  bins	
  in	
  every	
  classroom	
  and	
  staff	
  room



Waste	
  (cont.)

• Alternative	
  waste	
  streams:
• Coffee	
  cup	
  recycling	
  through	
  7-­‐Eleven
• Mobile	
  phone	
  recycling	
  through	
  Zoos	
  Victoria
• Pens/whiteboard	
  markers/texta recycling
• Soft	
  plastics	
  collection
• Textbooks	
  recycling
• Used	
  batteries	
  recycling
• Bottle	
  caps	
  recycling
• Compost	
  bin	
  in	
  Green	
  Space
• SCR	
  charity	
  bins	
  (old	
  textiles	
  and	
  electricals)



Biodiversity

• Scotchmans Creek	
  Tree	
  Planting	
  -­‐ 2000	
  native	
  plants	
  planted	
  along	
  
the	
  creek
• Project	
  Brentwoods-­‐ 600	
  trees	
  planted	
  in	
  Mornington	
  Peninsula
• Annual	
  Brentwood	
  Tree	
  Days	
  – around	
  60	
  plants	
  around	
  the	
  school	
  
ground
• Biodiversity	
  Audits	
  – identifying	
  native	
  plants,	
  animal	
  habitat	
  quality,	
  
linkages	
  of	
  vegetation	
  to	
  local	
  habitats
• The	
  Green	
  Space



Energy

• Solar	
  PV	
  system
• Energy	
  efficient	
  lights
• Efficient	
  heating/cooling
• Staff	
  student	
  education	
  (e.g.,	
  not	
  wasting	
  energy	
  by	
  excessive	
  
heating/cooling)



Water

• Safe	
  Water	
  September	
  – helped	
  48	
  people	
  gain	
  
access	
  to	
  safe	
  water
• World	
  Ocean's	
  Day-­‐held	
  daily	
  quizzes
• National	
  Water	
  Week-­‐walk	
  for	
  water,	
  "Healthy	
  
Rivers-­‐Healthy	
  Bays“	
  workshop,	
  water	
  night
• Installed	
  water	
  aerators	
  onto	
  taps	
  to	
  reduce	
  water	
  
flow/consumption
• Water	
  tank	
  on	
  new	
  SLC	
  building	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  Green	
  
Space



Every	
  young	
  person	
  is	
  a	
  
piece	
  of	
  the	
  jigsaw	
  puzzle	
  of	
  
change,	
  of	
  improved	
  
communities,	
  of	
  better	
  
societies	
  and	
  of	
  a	
  
sustainable	
  and	
  dynamic	
  
world.
-­‐ Youth	
  Opportunities



Where	
  are	
  you	
  going	
  to	
  start?



Brentwood	
  Green	
  Team

www.brentwoodgreenteam.com.au

Please	
  visit

Please	
  email	
  your	
  feedback	
  /	
  suggestions	
  to:

greenteam@ms.brentwood.vic.edu.au



What	
  sort	
  of	
  future	
  do	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  create?

Share	
  in	
  pairs	
  -­‐ 3	
  min	
  each

Individuals	
  can	
  fill	
  out	
  your	
  journal
Getting	
  Started	
  -­‐ page	
  8

ACTIVITY



Share	
  in	
  the	
  chat!

ACTIVITY



LUNCH BREAK
15 MIN


